
 

Punctuality and Attendance  
 
Earlier in the week Mrs Nicol and Mrs Newton met with our  
Education Welfare Officer.  
 
The EWO had concerns about our overall attendance this year which for us as a school 
is low – it falls under 95%. We were able to explain that during the first three weeks 
we did have an unusually high percentage of children who were ill. She did however 
notice a trend of more holidays being taken in term-time. She asked that I made you 
aware of this issue and ask that you avoid taking your child on holiday during term-
time.  
 
She also commented that we have recorded an increasing number of persistent late 
marks. She has suggested that we keep a ‘Late Gate’. This means that Mrs Nicol will 
be on the main school gate from 8.45am until 9.00am taking the names of parents 
and carers who are arriving at school late with their children. Mrs Nicol will be 
enquiring as to the reason for lateness and this will be logged and discussed with the 
EWO when she visits next. Mrs Nicol will also discuss ways that punctuality can be 
improved and ways that we can support you in this.  
 
Arriving late to school can be both stressful and embarrassing for children. It affects 
their mindset at the start of the school day and subsequently has an impact on their 
learning. Please help us to ensure that your child achieves their very best every day 
by ensuring that they arrive in the playground ready to line up when the bell rings at 
8:40am. This will allow for a prompt start to school at 8.45am.  
 

Here are some tips to help you get to school on time: 
- set the alarm half an hour earlier 
- make sure that everything is ready the night before – book bag, swimming 

kit and cornet at the door, lunch prepared the night before and in the fridge 
and shoes in the porch. If you pack ahead of time you can concentrate on 
getting up, getting dressed, having breakfast and getting out of the door on 
time. 

- avoid getting sucked into watching television, playing on electronic devices, 
or other distractions 

- Parents- put your keys and phone in a regular place so that you don’t need 
to frantically search for them when you are already stretched for time. 

- watch the weather – do I need extra things tomorrow? Gloves, hat or a 
scarf? If it’s going to be a frosty night, put a cover on the windscreen the 
night before so that you save valuable minutes not having to scrape the ice 
off in the morning. 

- if you have to travel to school by car allow for the possibility of traffic. This 
is an increasing problem around Evesham and needs to be taken into 
consideration 

- help your child to understand that being on time is an important life-skill 
- instil in your children a desire to be on time 

 


